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Q,Ut> V-C)IS

Fi'ret National Plc~ur~•• IDa•••. r ••• ~ •••••••l~
PrellntB the new g1g3l1tic

"QUO V_~",)IS" ••••••••••••••••••.••••••••••••••l~
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A1Phoni Fr1~•••••• Vinici~·

~;;;===-:=T-;;;;T:"~~Bru.toCa.s ellan ••••• reue
El~M D1 sangro .....••.• Poppaea Ginao Viotti ••••••••• Chdlon CbeUoniclee
Elga BJ'ink. • Domt 111& R. Van Riol ~ '•••.••• Tigellinue
Rina Da Liguoro•••••••• EUnice An~ee a&ba1•••••••.•P6troniu.

- •~ - N.ro. cruel ani va.inglorious, the lixth of th~ O&e.re who ruled the RODlLn Em.-
. plre, is p::evn.lled u~on to sign.a decree inflicting a death penalt1 on all WO~8hip

era of' th-. cr..ristian faith. The patrician, ~us Pl,aUtU8, ~. \'lit DOIIi-t111a, and
their guest L1Cia, daughter of the vanquished King L1CiulI, are affected b1 this edi~t

. ' . Vinicius, the tribune, f~ous for hie mrtial' tri~h8, ae81 ~ycia and is smit
ten with-her 'striking beaut1. H$ prOVa,1l8 upon Petronius, "arbiter elegantari:um",
t obtain Nero' a r....hiL1...t..o marrT-LT-cia., .

. Meanwhile Ner1) s~')s Lyeia lit one of hh court revels, and, his dissolute senae:
awakened b7 her b'laut" decide. to convert her to hie faith. V1niciu8 becomes

·mauilin and Nero uses the 0~)ortunit1 to intervene, Inveigling L7Ci& to his privata
chambers he torments her with ca.resses, whsn Hero's'wife, tho Empr.a. Poppaea., enter!
unexpected.17. 'l'hs w1l7 Caesar, to protect hun3elf, calls Viniciul to hi. aid and
the marriage to LlOia is affectad. L1Cia e.calJ~s from Viniciua through the aid of \
her faithful alava , Urne, and. returns to hal' Christian fricmds.

L

. ,

-;- - night -the cowardlrNero-t'll8-Y.tr....o"'ulT'·Dl'r'lh8i'1t'"'"Nar-iT~'tMirr~tn"l'l'nlt>:c tM'l7C~,-xffitl[jc~c'!tosmrll.nn=- -------3f~-.

ied b1 Til~ll~a, cottnBnder of tho praetorian guard, visits a eoothaa78r ant ie told
th&r-theChrt...-ttan 111JllDol is. fatal to him. . - '

Viniciu8 is conducted to L1C1a'lI hiding place b1 Cheilon Chelloni4e., a charla
tan an~ philosopher. Accoq;>anie:1 b7 Croton, a gladiator, theT fint L,eia, but Urlul
kills the glaUator and woundll Vinicus, whose life 18 epared b)" the intervention of
LjPcia. Yanic'ba is so affocted b7 thh act. of Christian charit7 thAt he embracel
the Christian reliRion. Af'hr hi8 conval&oAnce he is ordere' b)" Nero to attend NerCJf8
Iingi1lg of tlle new" Il1ad".' . .

--,------
A1 though Nero is :iPplauded b)" the nl1l.ti'tudl8 Petroniue telle him the lyric 11

'Unworthi of I\1ch a tr&iJic subJ.ct a8 the burning of a Il"eat cit1. Nero asre••. &nel,
ea1ing thai h. neede th~ inspiration of realism in or4er to revi.e hie cODFoe1tion,
orders that Rome be burned. ' Sev8ral da11 later Nero ohant. his ablurd compoeition
a. the cit)" IN.rna. '

The enra/Jed 'Roll¥Ul citizenr7 lurround the palace and dnand the u.,th p.nalt;r of
t • on. re.ponl1bh for thrlt-r • -, r cken, fixee the blame on the
Chr1et ian., and prorni eee their epectacu],ar 4_th in a eeriee of circueee. Th•

• ~--~....o.a,t,1 r.-U,4 upon to nl8 from Rome' bUt out.ide the c1t7 4ee1.e to
return tit Rome wi th the other uart71'l.

L1Cia is the l&et of the Chrlltiane to be 8&cr1f108d and inet.d· of 'tieing fed
to the lion. she 1& :tlUt in the ring t.,1ed to the 'back of a r&g1nc bull. UrlU' ga1nIJ
en rance to the areIWo ana attacQ and overthrow. the bull•• ViniciU8 pl.de for ths
life of .LTCia, w1th the 'wpport of the ;PQpulace. '

At thh time ~. word 11 puaed about that troop~ uncle the co 3 n4 or Qalba
have revolted against Nero and proclaimed Galba _or.... IQIIle4iate17 the CU'&led
Romane 111rect th.ir ire at Nero, who fleee in terror. Ue takM retaae in a 10%1e17
hov.l but al the loldiere mmttna him draw n-.r, Nero ie kille" 'b7 ~. gladiator
accoq>aD71ns hila, when -h. ia too cowardl)" to take hi8 own: life.

. Bleued. b7 the Apoltb Petl1r, L1Cia and. Viniciu8 celebrate th.ir "eMiDI ~d.er
.2t croe., the 'JIIlbo~ of that leve and P84Ce wb,ieh r_in 'the hip••t al traUon.
of Humanit)". --
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This document is from the Library of Congress 
“Motion Picture Copyright Descriptions Collection, 

1912-1977” 

Collections Summary:  

The Motion Picture Copyright Descriptions Collection, Class L and Class M, consists of forms, abstracts, 
plot summaries, dialogue and continuity scripts, press kits, publicity and other material, submitted for the 
purpose of enabling descriptive cataloging for motion picture photoplays registered with the United States 
Copyright Office under Class L and Class M from 1912-1977. 

Class L Finding Aid: 
https://hdl.loc.gov/loc.mbrsmi/eadmbrsmi.mi020004

Class M Finding Aid: 
https://hdl.loc.gov/loc.mbrsmi/eadmbrsmi.mi021002 

National Audio-Visual Conservation Center 
The Library of Congress  


